If My People... PRAYING WITH THANKSGIVING (week 3)

<~ What would it take for you to become a more thankful person?

Review of week 1 “EXPERIENCING THE POWER OF GOD THROUGH PRAYER”

“So, Solomon finished the house of the Lord and the king’s palace, and successfully completed everything
that he had planned on doing in the house of the Lord and in his palace. Then the Lord appeared to
Solomon at night and said to him, “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for Myself as a
house of sacrifice. If | shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if | command the locust to devour
the land, or if | send a plague among My people, and My people who are called by My name humble
themselves, and pray and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven,
and | will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” - 2 CHRONICLES 7:11-14

I. HOW DO GOD’S PEOPLE NEED TO PRAY?
Il. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN GOD’S PEOPLE PRAY?

A. God, | submit to you—“humble themselves”
B. God, | need you— “pray” (A.) He will Hear (B.) He will Restore (C.) He will Heal

C. God, | want you—“seek My face”

< Read Today’s Key Scriptures

‘Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and pleading
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of
God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and minds
in Christ Jesus.” - PHILIPPIANS 4: 6 -7

1. WHY IS PRAYING WITH THANKSGIVING SO IMPORTANT?

A. Thanksgiving is a command given by God

“‘Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

“If in any situation you are not prepared to give thanks, you are out of
the will of God.” —Major lan Thomas

“Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. Give
thanks to Him, bless His name.” Psalm 100:4

<" What strikes you about these Scriptures?



B. Thanksgiving is consumed with the goodness of God
1.1 CAN BE THANKFUL GOD IS MY FATHER

“Our Father who is in heaven...” Matthew 6:9

2.1 CAN BE THANKFUL GOD USES ALL THINGS FOR GOOD

“After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who called you to His
eternal glory in Christ, will Himself perfect, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.” 1
Peter 5:10

3.1 CAN BE THANKFUL GOD IS IN CONTROL
“God reigns over the nations, God sits on His Holy throne.” Psalm 47:8

4.1 CAN BE THANKFUL GOD IS STILL WRITING MY STORY

For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good worl in you will perfect it
until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6

5.1 CAN BE THANKFUL GOD DOES NOT CHANGE
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.” Hebrews 13:8

< Why should you be thankful God is your Father?

< Why does knowing “God uses all things for good” daily help us?
<" How does allowing God to be in control help us daily?

~ Why is knowing God is still writing your story important?

<7 Why is it important to your life that God does not change?

2. WHAT IS THE PROMISE OF PRAYING WITH THANKSGIVING?

A. |l experience the peace of God in my life

e When | turn my cares into prayers with thanksgiving, God’s gift to
me is indescribable peace.

B. | experience the presence of God through my life

“More can happen in five minutes of God’s manifest presence than in fifty
years of our”



